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THINK LIKE A DE-‘TECH’-TIVE! 3 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

1. Who is behind this information?
• Who is the author? Are they reputable or qualified to write about the topic?

• Do they have a financial incentive for writing it? Are they trying to persuade you to believe/buy

something?

• Who is the publisher? Do they have a financial incentive?  Are they trying to persuade you?

• Is the information from a reputable news organization? Is it a sponsored post, a personal blog?

• Did you get the information from a friend you know and trust? From a stranger?

• Were you led to the information by an anonymous social media post?

• Why do you think this information was shared with you?

What Did You Discover? 

2. What is the evidence for their claims?
• Is it a factual claim or an opinion statement?

• Is the claim backed up with evidence?

• Does that evidence come from a reliable source?

• Conduct a search on the source of the evidence. Is it from an expert in the field, a reputable

organization, a random blogger?

• Does the source back up their claims with other sources and explain how evidence was gathered?

Your Name(s)_________________________________

What Did You Discover?
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3. What do other sources say about the author/organization and the claims?

• Search the topic to see what others have published about it.

• Check multiple credible sources to see what other information exists.

• Determine if those sources are reputable.

• Check in with an organization or website known to be an authority on the topic.

What Did You Discover?

Would you trust this article as a research source? Why or why not?
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